DERBY & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION
(Reg. Charity No. 510567)

NIBWSILETTER

NOVEMBER 2007

LOOKING AHEAD

The 2007 Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 20 November at 7.30pm in the
vestry of St John’s Church, Bridge Street, Desby. We urge all members to attend.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of 2006 AGM (appended to this Newsletter)
3. Matters arising

4. Chairman’s Report

S. Secretary’s Report

0. Treasurer’'s Report

7. Subscriptions for 2008

8. Election of Officers and Committee
9. Programme for 2008
10. Suggestions for future programme
11. Any other business

May we, as in previous years, point out that the business of the AGM is only a mere formality, or a
rubber-stamping of decisions and nominations already made, if members allow it so to be by their
failure to attend or to participate actively in it. The Committee has a duty to fix the coming year’s
programme in advance, for obvious practical reasons, and to ensure that there will be at least one
nominee for each post. Beyond that nothing is predetermined. )

We can inform readers of some particular decisions that will have to be made:

® A new Chairman must be elected - the present incumbent will not be standing for re-election.
e The Treasurer intends to propose a £1 increase in the basic subscription (the first for 11 years).

* ok ¥k ok
Our first event of 2008 will be the Annual Dinner, which is again to be held at the Lion Hotel,

Belper, on Saturday 19 January at 7.00 for 7.30. The speaker will be Canon Nicholas Henshall of
Derby Cathedral. Menu details and booking form with our December issue.

CHILDREN AND THE ORGAN PROJECT ) ' Stephen Johns

The Association’s Committee has agreed to take on a project aimed at making the organ more
interesting and accessible to children, particularly in the 8-11 age group. We would all like to see more
pupils playing the instrument, but before that can happen a drive is needed to encourage teachers and
pupils to see the organ as much more "mainstream" than it is at present, and to appreciate what an
exciting experience it can be to hear a good instrument well played. Several initiatives have taken place
around the country, and the RCO "Outreach" Dept. led by Simon Williams is leading the way.

We plan to approach two schools in the Derby area in the New Year, and discuss with them the
possibility of a two-hour session for a class of upper juniors in Repton PC. This would include hearing
and seeing the organ in action. Then there would be practical workshops in which pupils learn about
tracker action, pipes and their arrangement, sound production, case design, pedalling etc. They would
have a chance to play the instrument. In addition, bearing in mind schools’ need to justify all they do
in terms of the National Curriculum, we would provide plenty of follow-up work springing from the
experience at the instrument. This would cover such areas as maths, music, basic physics of sound and
design/technology. The more you think about it"the more the organ seems such a rich source of
learning for children, but the essential point is ‘that the musical experience of the instrument be
exciting and lead pupils and teachers to want to explore further.

Terry Bennett and | are spearheading this work initially, with the sipport of the Committee, but we
shall need further help. If you are interested please contact me in the first instance @ (01332) 764792.













