February 09

Two dozen members and guests
gathered at the Grange Banqueting
Suite for the Association's Annual

Dinner.  The surroundings were
spacious and comfortable — and we
had a bar to ourselves, which
several members felt was a great
bonus.

The guest speaker, Fr. Julian
Hollywell, proved to be an engaging
dinner companion as well as an
entertaining speaker who managed
to leaven the more academic parts
of his speech with humorous
anecdotes about organists — none of
whom were local. He described
himself as an organist of the Les
Dawson School, though there is a
competence there which his modest
humour sought to hide.

The central theme of his speech
was the lack of dignitas and gravitas
in modern liturgy; he supported his
thoughts by references to the Tudor
period, one of the most turbulent in
English church history. Before
taking holy orders, Fr. Julian studied
law in the Middle Temple and it was
this background which informed his
thoughts on rapid changes in liturgy
through a detailed consideration of
the many

Acts that affected the liturgy of the
Tudor period. His carefully drawn
parallel with the last 50 years was
thought provoking and challenged
the removal of dignitas and
gravitas from Church of England
services.

'When was the last time you felt
a sense of awe in a church
service? When was the last time
you were moved by the liturgy
itself, rather than the music?'
These questions challenge all of us
to think about the liturgy in our
worship and what it is that
encourages a sense of spirituality
amongst people in our very
materialistic world.

His ideas on recreating a sense
of awe and mystery in modern
worship certainly found support
amongst some members though I
did not have the opportunity to
hear comments from members of
other denominations.

After the dinner, members were
able to visit the Masonic Temple
and play the recently installed
Allen organ. David Shooter has
placed some photographs on the
website.
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Organ Study Day
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Saturday 13" June 7.30pm
Members' Recital, St James,
Riddings

Monday 20™ July 7.30pm
Evening Visit to Tibshelf and
Somercotes

Saturday 12" September 2.30pm

Chairman’'s Event — Repton

Saturday 10" October 7.30pm
Mendelssohn Event — St Mary,
IIkeston

Tuesday 17" November 7.30pm

Annual General Meeting — St
Werburgh, Spondon
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Both of the photographs, courtesy
of Roger Fisher, show Roger seated
at the organ in the music room of his
home, The Old Chapel, Trelogan.
Information about the organ can be
found on Roger's website.

Visitors who observe the
proceedings without copies of the
music  will be charged £7.



Specification of the Hill, Norman
& Beard organ in St. Oswald,
Ashbourne.
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Great Organ
Contra Viola
Open Diapason I
Open Diapason II
Gemshorn

Hohl Flute
Octave

Principal

Nason Flute
Twelfth
Fifteenth
Mixture

Tromba
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Swell Organ
Bourdon

Open Diapason
Rohr Gedeckt
Salicional

Vox Angelica
Octave
Twelfth 22
Fifteenth
Mixture
Contra Fagotto 1
Trumpet

Horn

Oboe

Clarion

Tremulant
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Couplers

Great to Pedal
Swell to Pedal
Choir to Pedal
Swell to Great
Swell to Choir
Swell Unison Off
Swell Octave

Swell Sub Octave

Choir to Great

Choir Sub to Great

Choir Unison Off

Choir Octave

Choir Sub Octave

Great and Pedal pistons combined
Adjustable pistons to each dept:
Great 6

Swell 6

Choir 4

Pedal 6

Reversible pistons for:

Swell to Great

Great to Pedal

Choir to Pedal

Swell to Pedal

Europe's Oldest Organs — A
Sequel,

Wednesday 18" February 7.30pm
St John's Heritage Centre, Belper.

A year ago I delivered a session,
largely pictorial, in which we looked
at representations of organs in late
Mediaeval art and on to
photographic examples of surviving
instruments and casework up to
early C17".  This year we shall
home in, with more in-depth
listening, on six organs dating from
the early C15" to early C16™ .

It is during this period - a century
of transition from late Gothic to
early Renaissance — that the gallery
organ (i.e. a substantial fixture, as
opposed to moveable portatives and
positives) reached its first great
flowering before the disintegrative
influences of the reformation were
to set in — influences that were to
transform the organ from a purely
solo instrument to one which, in

addition, was expected to
accompany  congregations  and
choirs.  These muti-functions still,

today, affect the location (and in
many cases the effectiveness) of the
organs we play.

Historic Organs in Derbyshire
Rodney Tomkins

In the ten years since Rodney's
epic tome was published there have
been numerous changes to the

county's stock of historic organs,
and a few more have been
discovered.

Sadly, a number have been lost in
a variety of circumstances and a few
rebuilt so radically that they no
longer qualify for inclusion.

With Rodney's approval, Ed Stow
is now producing an update in the
form of a supplement which it is
hoped will be made available to
members and the wider public in the
near future.

If anyone has any relevant
information which there is even the
slightest chance that Ed or Rodney
may not be aware of, please pass it
to Ed as soon as possible.

Ed can be contacted via the
Secretary, Siann Hunt, or via the list
of members.
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Membership List

If you have you changed vyour
address or telephone number during
the last two years since the current
list was compiled, please will you
contact the secretary, Siann Hurt
and let her know your new details?

Similarly, if you are now an
internet user, please let Siann have
your e-mail address. The
Association never releases
members' personal information.

Siann can be contacted on: 01773
606900 or via e-mail at
hurt@one-name.org

Are You a Cartoonist?

I wonder, do we have any
members who can draw cartoons?
A little humour brightens everyone's
day and the world of organs and
organists is potentially a rich source
of harmless entertainment and wit.

Please contact me at:
twes@fsmail.net if you have any
thoughts on this.
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Articles for the March issue of the Newsletter should reach me by Monday 23™ February either by e-mail at twes@fsmail.net or
by post to 44 Beeley Close, Allestree, Derby, De222PX. The Secretary can be reached at hurt@one-name.org




