oldorg-2 FURTHER LIGHT ON THE OLDEST ORGANS

This time we pass over organ representations portrayed in mediaeval art and
concentrate in some detail on the sounds of the earliest group of actual
surviving instruments, all dating from the century from early C15th to early
Cl16th - a period that saw the transition from late Gothic to Renaissance,
together with the first flowering of true, idiomatic keyboard music. In the
parallel world of architecture we may make comparison with King’s College
Chapel (1446-1515) - sublime Gothic flooded with Renaissance light.

SION (ND de Valere, Sw) : earliest organ still in use. Previously understood
date of c1380 now considered to be a half-century later (c1430). Case & some
pipes of this date, with additions & modifications during C17th & C18th.

Man: Pr 8, Oct 4, Copel 4, Qu Maj 2-2/3, Super 2, Qu Min 1-1/3, Mix 2r
Ped: Ged 16+8

Cabezon (C16th) : Diferencias Full (+ Mix)
Alvarado (C16th/17th) : Tiento Pr 8
A Gabrieli (C16th) : Canzon Pr8 + 1-1/3

Hofhaymer (C15th/16th) : O dulcis Maria  Copel (FI) 4

RYSUM (NW Germany) : 1457 - probably next oldest, though only 4 ranks
(plus case) survive from that date.

Specification not available

Buxheim MS (C15th) : Song Intabulation  Full to Mixture
KIEDRICH (Germany) : c1489+. Originally single manual : Pos & Ped added
in C17th. Restd by Sir J Sutton 1860 : Pos moved to rear of organ. Restd 1985
to mainly 1860 condition. HW (in case) still comprises mostly old pipework.

HW: Grossged 16, Pr 8, Oct 4, Fl 4, Qu 2-2/3, Oct 2, Mix 4r, Cym 2r

Pos: Ged 8, Pr 4, Fl 4, Waldfl 2, Qu 1-1/3, Super 1
Ped: Sub 16, Pr 8, Qu 5-1/3, Oct 4, Qu 2-2/3, Super 2+1, Mix 4r

Pachelbel : Toccata F 8-4-2 on both manuals
Fugue on Magnificat Full (both manuals)
Praeludium D min Pré8

Dies sind Full




OOSTHUIZEN (Netherlands) : mainly early Cl6th (1521?), though possibly
some pipes from late C15th. Probably not installed at Oosthuizen until C19th.
Minimal later modifications. Restd 1967.

Man: Bourd 16 (orig 8), Prest 8, Oct 4, Qu 2-2/3, Woudfl 2, Sesq 2r, Mix 3r
(No Pedal)

23rd Psalm (1599 ms) Full (+Sesq)
Almande (C16th) 8-2
Kotter (C16th) : (a) Prel D min Full (to Mix)
(b) Salve regina Prest 8
Anon (C16th) : Psalm Prel Full (+Sesq+16)

LORRIS (Fr) : earliest intact organ in France, c1501. Reeds & Cornet
probably C17th additions.

Man: Montre 8, Bourd 8, Prest 4 Naz 2-2/2, Doub 2, Tierce 1-3/5,
Fourn, Cym, Corn, Trptte 8, Voix H 8
Ped: coupled

Anon (C16th) : La Doune Celle Trptte
Dulcis amica Montre
4 Versets (1) Plein Jeu (+Cym)
(i) Bourd 8
(iii) 8-2
(iv) Full to Fourn
Susato (C16th) : Saltarelle Trptte

WETHERINGSET reproduction (Suffolk) : based on surviving fragment of
c1530, making it comparable with presumed specification of Britain’s oldest case
(Old Radnor, Wales) and of numerous Tudor references to "a pair of organs"
(Derby AIlISS, Darley St M Abbey, Wirksworth, etc). Peculiarly to Britain the
basic Principal pitch was 5ft as opposed to 8ft, meaning that any note C actually
sounded the F above - one good reason why no pre-Commonwealth instruments
survived when European standard 8ft pitch was adopted following the
Restoration of Monarchy and Church in 1660.

Man: Basses 10, Regal 5, Princ 5, Princ 5, Oct 2%, Oct 2%, Fifteenth 1V

(no Pedal)
Blitheman : Gloria tibi Princ, Oct, 15th
Tallis : Veni Redemptor (vl) Princ, Oct
(v2) vocal
(v3) Princ (NB false relations!)
Anon (C16th) : Psalm 81 (vl1) Regal

(v2) vwvocal ]
Nicholas Carleton : Verse for 2 to Play Princ, Oct, 15th (+Bass)




